
Separating fact from fiction: Finding reputable 
sources
• It’s important that journalists report on COVID-19 vaccines in a 

responsible way that is based on reputable and evidence-based
research

• When journalists don’t report responsibly, they could misinform the 
public, which can be a matter of life or death

• “The media have to report that at this point there are undoubtedly 
far more questions than answers about any of the vaccine candidates. 
Please do not report with certainty where certainty simply does not 
exist.” – Gary Schwitzer, veteran health journalist



How journalists’ reporting on Covid-19 should be:

• Be ethical and responsible

• Be socially responsible

• Refrain from being sensationalist or alarmist

• Communicate facts and truthful information on the disease

• Use reliable, scientific, truthful, and verified sources

• Quote scientists, researchers, public health professionals, academics, and specialists in other 
disciplines who can clarify public concerns about the situation

• Truthfully report on measures that help contain and/or mitigate the spread of the disease

• Report on the jobs performed by health workers and their situation, given their critical role in 
responding to the epidemic

• Report on patients recovering, communities taking measures to tackle the disease, or countries 
that have exemplary approaches

• Provide reporting that contributes to solutions



Reputable sources to use 
• National, state, or local ministries of health

• World Health Organization (WHO) 

• National authorities in other government sectors

• Governmental centres of excellence in health

• Institutes of public health

• Universities

• Schools of public health

• National and international institutions investigating the virus and the disease

• Academic reports and papers

• Research hospitals

• Research institutions

• Academic publications

• Web sites with academic papers: 

PubMed http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed

Science direct: http://www.sciencedirect.com/

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
http://www.sciencedirect.com/


Basic questions journalists should ask when 
covering new research

• How does this study fit into the big picture?

• How does it compare to other studies on the same issue?

• Is it really new?

• Who sponsored it?

• How does it add to previous research?

• What is the clinical relevance, if any, of the study.

• How will this change a doctor's practice or the way a reader might 
choose to behave?

• Does the study’s findings matter to readers right now, and, if so, how?
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Understanding the Covid-19 vaccine science
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Questions that need to be addressed in COVID-19 
vaccine access 

• Who should receive the first dose and subsequent doses of a vaccine?

• Who decides who is allowed into the queue to receive the vaccine and in what order?

• What special advantages are given to the country where a vaccine is developed, if any?

• Will countries where clinical trials are being conducted be given access to vaccines that 
have been developed elsewhere? The Oxford vaccine, for example, was developed in the 
United Kingdom but is undergoing trials in Brazil and South Africa.

• To what extent will wealthier countries crowd out poorer ones?

• Will countries let geopolitics intrude, sharing the vaccine with allies while forcing 
vulnerable populations in adversary countries to the back of the line?

• Vaccine developers need to be transparent by providing compelling, evidence-based 
information for the public to have confidence that available vaccines are safe and 
effective. The vaccine uptake among the world’s population must be high enough for life 
to return to the pre-pandemic era.



What is our responsibility to our communities as 
journalists? 


