The IAS, 25th AIDS Conference in Germany and Health Care and
Genocide in Gaza - Health Care and Health Workers are not Targets

IAS to Global Health Activist Groups - March 3

Thank you for your message. The leadership of the International AIDS Society (IAS) share your deep concern
for the people in Gaza.

Regarding AIDS 2024, the current situation of increasing conflicts the world over has significantly impacted
the way the programme was shaped. During one of the morning plenaries (which were finalized some months
ago) Helen Clark will provide broad context in her talk on health as a matter of global politics. The situation
in Gaza specifically will be discussed in two sessions: One dedicated to the health of displaced people
in wartimes, which will include testimonials from individuals directly working in ongoing crises, including
Palestine (along with Ukraine, Armenia, and Sudan), and another symposia session on migration, mobile
populations and HIV, where Gaza will also be featured. | expect further specific attention to Gaza in the Global
Village, but cannot yet provide details as submissions will only be reviewed in mid-March.

| think that the opening ceremony of AIDS 2024 could indeed be an appropriate platform for a moment of
silence to honour the frontline health and community workers all over the world who continue caring for
their patients and clients amidst war, shortages and major risks to their own health and lives. We are keen to
introduce this moment with a mention of — the unfortunately long - list of current ongoing conflicts and put
special emphasis on Gaza.

We expect activism in solidarity with Gaza during the conference and will of course facilitate peaceful protest,
as we always do, in line with the principles of participation in our conferences (you can find the details here).

After much reflection, the IAS did not issue a statement on the conflict in Gaza. As an HIV organization,
our statements focus on the impact of a grave event on people living with and affected by HIV (as was the
case with our statement on the war in Ukraine). This is the space where our voice is heard and can make a
difference. We are however continuing to monitor the situation closely.
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The IAS, 25th AIDS Conference in Germany and Health Care and
Genocide in Gaza - Health Care and Health Workers are not Targets

a@a Global Health Activist Groups to IAS - March 12

Thank you so much for your response on behalf of the IAS. We appreciate your engagement.

We note that the IAS reflected on issuing a statement regarding the genocide in Gaza, and then did not. We would
strongly urge the IAS and its leadership team to reconsider the decision to continue to remain silent in a situation where
we have health related war crimes too, and in a genocide.

You and the entire team at the |AS have been some of the foremost leaders in the HIV response for decades and can
appreciate that for Palestinians and anyone living with HIV, this genocide is in fact a "grave event"-and that there should
be no arbitrary threshold of HIV prevalence beyond which IAS statements are triggered.

The |AS, our broad AIDS community and movement have always understood the intersectional and political nature of
health care and its denial, whether in boldly confronting AIDS denialism, the political meddling in AIDS policies or in
promoting sex worker and LGBTQI rights. We have never limited our voice to issues only affecting a threshold percentage
of people living with HIV — that would be self-defeating.

We are asking for solidarity from the HIV community. Apart from Palestinians who are living with HIV, surely the IAS
leadership can understand the importance of speaking out in the defence of the needs of men, women and children at
extremely high risk of infectious disease, many of whom are starving before our very eyes — as confirmed not just by UN
experts, leading human rights lawyers, AIDS activists, community leaders, the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health,
almost every UN institution and office and the majority of the judges of the ICJ.

We need your moral authority and your leadership during a genocide. The IAS — which is made up of scientists, doctors,
community workers, researchers and activists has a moral and ethical duty to speak up too, as health professionals.
Your voice matters. As we said in our Open Letter, silence is not an option at this stage of a genocide - also — it will be
seen as complicity, not just today, but in the future too.

In addition, while we recognise that the IAS has rules regarding “peaceful protest”, we note the German government's
heavy-handed restrictions on pro-Palestinian speech and assembly, including the banning of protests, which has been
criticised by civil society in Germany and around the world.

The 25th AIDS Conference is going to be held in Germany (Munich). What is the IAS planning to do regarding this?

Here, we note that because of the banning of free speech in Germany, the IAS may have been asked by others, already,
and in the weeks to come- why it continues to justify holding a global meeting on AIDS there. Further, that several health
researcher, advocacy, AIDS groups, and activists may ask committee chairs and co-chairs to resign in protest and urge a
boycott of the conference - should it not be moved to a different location, alternatively, held virtually.
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The IAS, 25th AIDS Conference in Germany and Health Care and
Genocide in Gaza - Health Care and Health Workers are not Targets

IAS to Global Health Activist Groups - April 13

Following recent discussions in Munich at our pre-conference planning meeting, | am writing to let
you know that my two conference co-chairs as well as the IAS Executive Board are fully supportive
of the plan that | communicated to you in earlier emails, which includes a moment of silence to
commemorate all lives lost during conflict, including Gaza.

We have no plans to relocate the conference from Germany nor shift it to a virtual-only event.
Engagement with the conference is excellent, including from civil society. Our primary goal is to
galvanise the HIV response and to provide our stakeholders with the critically important opportunity
to present their science, to network with each other in person and to enhance the visibility and need
for increasing commitment to the HIV response.

In addition to the programme elements | mentioned before, during our recent programme planning
meeting, we also accepted a number of abstracts and Global Village activities by persons based in
Palestine.
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The IAS, 25th AIDS Conference in Germany and Health Care and
Genocide in Gaza - Health Care and Health Workers are not Targets

a@a Global Health Activist Groups to IAS - April 17

Thank you for finally getting back to us.

We note that even with at least 6 months of genocide in Gaza, and despite this past weekend's horrifying censorship
developments in Germany- the location of the 25" AIDS Conference- [including denying entry at the border, banning free
assembly, banning free speech, and even banning zoom video messages and the speeches/testimonies of doctors,
surgeons and others speaking out against genocide in Gaza] that as we understand it from your response below, that
the |IAS;

« only sees fit to mark a “general” moment of silence for “everyone” who died in any “conflict” at the
25™ AIDS Conference;

« that there will no plenary focusing on Gaza's health system destruction and the genocidal
targeting of health workers and patients, medical universities and health institutions; and

« that as at mid-April 2024 -and even after IAS’ statement last week about Uganda’s anti-LGBTI laws-
incredulously, there is still NO statement from the IAS and its Board condemning genocide and the
use of health as a weapon of war in Gaza.

Following on from the Toronto visa racism debacle (previous IAS AIDS conference location) and now the hosting of
the 25 AIDS Conference in an anti-human rights location (Germany) we do assume that IAS will do better with venue
locations going forward, but for now, as a minimum, issue a travel warning to all delegates including setting out measures
and steps on how to access IAS support should delegates be barred entry to Germany to attend the AIDS conference
and/or arrested at any point at the border or beyond, and/or subject to police brutality for their public pro human rights
and anti-genocide views, lest the same fate befall them as Scottish University rector Dr. Ghassan Abu Sitta and former
European politician Yanis Varoufakis - among others.

Censorship and arrests are a real concern now.

Finally, given the IAS’ response below, and its steadfast refusal to take a stand on Gaza for several
months now, we want to make clear that we now see the |AS’ silence on Gaza as complicity in
supporting genocide. The IAS knows full well the intersectional nature of the AIDS movement and
the global HIV response. History will indeed record the IAS’ silence and its refusal to condemn
genocide harshly. And we have no doubt conference delegates will address the implications of this
there, if they are permitted entry by the authorities, that is.

Kindly note that we will now make all correspondence public, in the interests of transparency and share it with all the
groups that signed the Open Letter.
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